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Kristina McTigue ’12  is a co-recipient of the Rising Star Award. McTigue, a first lieutenant and 
licensed clinical social worker in the U.S. Air Force, is vice president of her class and helped 
organize alumni events in Washington, D.C. 
 
00:01 
this university of maine alumni 
00:03 
association rising star award 
00:06 
is sponsored by rh foster 
00:11 
i'm nate wilds christina mctigue 
00:15 
graduated with degrees in social work 
00:17 
and psychology from the university of 
00:18 
maine in 2012 and hit the ground running 
00:21 




and i was on an interview panel for 
00:28 
hiring social workers to come on board 
00:30 
and work with kids in foster care 
00:32 
i remember the interview like it was 
00:34 
yesterday and was very impressed and 
00:36 
knew that we would hire her and that she 
00:38 








and strives every day to make 
00:47 
this world a little bit better for 
00:48 
everyone that she loves 
00:51 
working with teach for america and 
00:52 
charlotte north carolina earning her 
00:54 
master's in clinical social work with a 
00:56 
focus in mental health and joining the 
00:57 
child and family services agency in the 
00:59 
district of columbia 
01:02 
some call her christina but to me she's 
01:04 
known as chrissy i will also tell you 
01:07 
i call her lbw little baby wisdom 
01:11 
because she is one of the um 
01:14 
smartest people i have met who is still 
01:18 
figuring out her career 
01:21 
she feels very passionate about how 
01:24 
things should be 
01:25 
for people and so she wants to ensure 
01:28 








assistant attorney general for the 
01:35 
district of columbia worked with mctag 
01:37 








in one of the cases that i had at the 
01:46 








the work that chrissy and i did on this 
01:54 
case set a precedent that future cases 
01:57 




when not helping shape law mktag rallied 
02:04 




today colleagues at wright-patterson air 
02:09 




invaluable she can help me navigate the 
02:13 
kind of questions asked and just 
02:16 
getting at some of the things that are 
02:17 
deeper that the patient might not want 
02:19 
to talk about at first 
02:21 




the head and the heart to be able to 
02:27 
cradle somebody baby that just died and 
02:30 
just be there 
02:31 




that she is the person that have heart 
02:38 
for other people chrissy gets up in the 
02:41 
morning to help people and i know that 
02:44 
sounds contrived but it's true 
02:46 
your work is very meaningful really 
02:50 








children all around the country the work 
02:58 
that you've done 
03:00 
uh and you know the the focus that 
03:02 
you've brought to 
03:04 
mental health and so i applaud the 
03:05 
university of maine 
03:07 
for whatever impact they had on christie 
03:09 
she's a star 
03:10 
as a person and a social worker 
03:12 




very much formed the parts of her that 
03:17 
all of us 
03:18 




in our world christina mctagg 
03:26 
a tireless advocate and a rising star 
03:29 




thank you umaine for the honor of being 
03:34 
selected as a rising star this year 
03:36 
and the honor of representing black 
03:38 
bears in such a special capacity 
03:40 
i am forever grateful to have been a 
03:42 
part of an institution that allowed for 
03:44 
me to grow as a leader 
03:46 
and provide opportunities that have been 
03:48 
the foundation of my many successes 
03:51 
i'm extremely proud to be a part of a 
03:53 
system that not only recognizes 
03:55 
but celebrates the crucial work that 
03:58 
happens at the community level and draws 
04:00 
attention to the importance of the work 
04:01 
occurring in the field of mental health 
04:04 




one that i am i was happy to extend and 
04:11 
help create for others 
04:12 




it is what makes umaine and its alumni 
04:18 




thank you to everyone that has helped me 
04:22 
thus far everyone that took the time to 
04:25 
celebrate and extend their kind words 
04:27 
and the university of maine for this 
04:29 
award i am proud to be an 
04:30 
airman proud to do this critical work 
04:33 







The University of Maine in Orono is the flagship campus of the University of Maine System, 
where efforts toward racial equity are ongoing, as is the commitment to facing a 
complicated and not always just institutional history. The University recognizes that it is 
located on Marsh Island in the homeland of the Penobscot nation, where issues of water 
and its territorial rights, and encroachment upon sacred sites, are ongoing. Penobscot 
homeland is connected to the other Wabanaki Tribal Nations — the Passamaquoddy, 
Maliseet, and Micmac — through kinship, alliances, and diplomacy. The university also 
recognizes that the Penobscot Nation and the other Wabanaki Tribal Nations are distinct, 
sovereign, legal and political entities with their own powers of self-governance and self-
determination. 
